Medical student retention of intubation skills.
Medical students are trained in airway management by endotracheal intubation in most medical schools. Unfortunately, little data exist examining retention, and no data exist that actually break down the steps of intubation to determine where students encounter problems. We studied 64 medical students trained to intubate as part of an American Heart Association advanced cardiac life support course and their performance two to three months after training. The rate of successful intubation (confirmed by visualization) was 70 +/- 12%. The most frequent errors during intubation were failure to check the light before intubation, use of the teeth as a fulcrum, and failure to check the cuff on the endotracheal tube. Knowledge of the most common errors will allow instructors to place greater emphasis on those areas during the initial instruction period with a focus on decreasing their occurrence in the future.